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WEEKDAY MORNING MASSES: 7am Monday through Saturday at St. Michael the Archangel
WEEKDAY EVENING MASSES: 5pm Mon Tues Thurs Fri (English) & 6pm Wed (Spanish) at Inmaculate Conception
Adoration: Wednesday 7:30am—4:45pm / Confessions: Saturday 9am at St. Michael's Church

WEEKEND MASSES: Sat 4pm, Sun 7am, 9am, 1:30pm, 4pm/ SPANISH MASS: Sun 11:30am
Gift Shop Hours: Mon - Tue - Wed - Fri 9:30am - 1:30pm & Sun 6:30am - 2:30pm
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Reading | - Isaiah 60:1-6 | Psalm -72:1-2,7-8,10-11,12-13 | Reading Il - Ephesians 3:2-3,5-6 | Gospel — Matthew 2:1-12
Primera Lectura - Isaias 60:1-6 | Salmo - 71:1-2,7-8,10-11,12-13 | Segunda Lectura - Efesios 3:2-3,5-6 | Evangelio — Matias 2:1-12

PARTNERS INTHE PROMISE

As a society, during these days we can be in
something of a “postpartum” depression. Our
celebrations of Christmas and the New Year are
over, and after today many of us will put away
the decorations and the last visible remnants of
the celebrations of the past weeks. The apostle
Paul today uses the expression “partners in the
promise.” This is an uplifting phrase for us to
reflect upon, and to think of as our own calling
in these days following the birth of the Lord.
What is this promise? We can find it in the gifts
the magi bring: it is a promise of being a royal
priesthood (gold), a holy nation (frankincense), a
people set apart for self-giving (myrrh). We find
more of the promise in [saiah—a light shines
upon us! In the psalm we know a promise of a
world of flowering justice, profound peace, the
poor rescued, pity for the lowly and the poor.
This is the promise; and one of the best ways for
us to lift ourselves out of any possible low spi-
rits we may be suffering is to live out our part-

nership in this promise each and every day.

— © Copyright, J.S. Paluch Co. — Prepare for Next Week’s Scripture Readings

1st Reading/Primera Lectura: 1 Samuel (1 Samuel) 3:3-10,19
Psalm/Salmo: 42:2,4,7-8,8-9,10/39:2,4ab,7-8a,8b-9,10
I— 2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 6:13c-15a,17-20
Segunda Lectura: (1Corintios) 6:13-15,17-20
Gospel/Evangelio: John (Juan) 1:35-42

“See, darkness covers the earth, and
thick clouds cover the people; but
upon you the LORD shines, and over
you appears his glory.” - Kkaiab 60:2

Aloha! Welcome to Our Parish - We hope you will find our parish community a place where your faith will be nourished.

We encourage you to register with the parish. Registration forms are available in the kiosk, or can be completed online at
saintmichaelparishkona.org. To our visitors, we pray that you enjoy your stay in Kona and are blessed with safe travels home.






Life of Stewardship

Today, we celebrate the Epiphany of our Lord. The Gospel
account of the three magi traveling to meet Baby Jesus is one
that we know well. Yet, when we pause to reflect on this mo-
ment when these men met Christ for the first time, we recog-
nize that there is much to be said for us still today.

When the magi entered the house, it says, “they saw the
child with Mary his mother. They prostrated themselves and
did him homage.” Clearly these men knew that they were in
the presence of their King. They also came bearing gifts of
gold, frankincense, and myrrh, which symbolize Christ’s king-
ship, divinity, and humanity.

Christ is still manifesting Himself to us today. We enter
God’s house weekly, and we are in His presence. When we
meet Him, do we offer Him our gifts - our time, talent, and
treasure? As Christian stewards, we are called to respond
with love, reverence, and gratitude.

Let us prepare our hearts to receive Christ’s many manifes-
tations in our lives. We just need a grateful disposition to re-

ceive them. - Stewardship Reflections by Catholic Stewardship

Parish News
Annual Parish Retreat - Saturday, January 27

Our annual Parish Retreat will be held on Saturday, Janu-
ary 27 beginning with our daily Mass at 7am until 1pm.
Breakfast and Lunch will be provided and there is no cost to
attend. Please RSVP to the office at 808-326-7771.

Our speaker will be Fr. Godfrey Mullen, OSB - a dynamic

and engaging speaker that has led retreats across the country.

This retreat offers a time for spiritual renewal. The focus will
be on God’s call to live as good stewards in Thanksgiving to
Him who feeds us with His own Body and Blood. This is an
invitation to reflect on God’s unconditional love for us and our
response to that love. With an emphasis on the Eucharist,
attendees will learn more about its impact on our lives and
how we can grow closer to Christ by availing ourselves of His
true presence. Come and grow closer to Jesus!

Consecration to God the Father Ministry

Please join us in prayer to honor God Our Father, Sunday,
January 7 following the 1:30pm Mass at St. Michael’s
South Lanai. We will pray Consecration Prayers to God Our
Father and Divine Mercy.

Volunteer for the 2024 Homeless PIT Count

The Point-in-Time (PIT) count is a count of sheltered and
unsheltered people experiencing homelessness
on a single night in January. Our Hawaii Island
count is scheduled for Tuesday, January 23 to
Monday, January 29, 2024. To volunteer, scan
the QR code or email volunteer@hopeservices
hawaii.org. Attend ONE of the Trainings hosted on Zoom:
Wednesday, 1/10 from 9-11am OR Friday, 1/12 from 1-3pm.

National Human Trafficking Prevention
January is National Human Trafficking Prevention Month.

On Thursday, January 11, members of the St. Michael’s com-

munity are invited to join others in the community together

with Ho’ola Na Pua (HNP) staff to peacefully sign wave
bring-ing awareness to the issue of sex trafficking and the
ex-ploitation of our youth. Meet the HNP team on Henry
Street in front of the Walmart parking lot at 3:30 p.m. to
pick up signs and sign wave from 4-6 pm. Signs will be
provided or bring your own that comply with instructions
when you sign up. To sign up and for more info go to:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/human-trafficking-aware
ness-day-hoola-na-pua-sign-waving-tickets-7824246622
27?aff=oddtdtcreator or email shirleydavid49@gmail.com.

Knights of Columbus Council 13227

This month’s meeting will be held on Monday, January
15 at 5:45pm in the Grace Parish Center. All visiting
Knights and prospective new members are welcome.

Santo Nifio de Cebu - January 21, 2024

The feast day of Santo Nifio de Cebti comes each year
on the third Sunday in January, and is a big celebration
in the Philippines. This is a devotion that centers around
the image of the Christ child, and celebrates the convers-
ion of the Philippines to Christianity. The festival, known
for street parties, parades, and dancing, is called Sinulog
meaning “like water current movement”- based on the
movement of the dance which tells the History of the con-
version to Christianity. This year, our parish will cele-
brate Santo Nifio de Cebu at our 9am Mass on Sunday,
January 21. Bring your favorite Filipino dessert to share
after Mass.

We will also celebrate with other parishes islandwide at
our 4pm Mass with a reception to follow in the Grace Par-
ish Center. Everyone is welcome to join!

Spiritual Book Club
The Spiritual Book Club will meet on the 2nd and 4th
Thursday of each month from 4pm - 5:30pm in the Grace
Parish Center. The first meeting will be on January 25th.
Our first book is Richard Rohr’s Falling Upward: A
Spirituality for the Two Halves of Life. There are two
versions available and can be found on Amazon in hard-

back or kindle versions. An alternative source for the
original version is Second Sale. We look forward to seeing
everyone on January 25th! For more information, contact
Dennis Boyd through the Parish Office.

Immigration Ministry Seminar - February 11

Join us on February 11 at 12:30pm in the Grace Parish
Center for an informational one-hour seminar on
immigration by attorney Evita, who will discuss federal
immigration laws. If you, or someone you know from any
country in the world, are here in the USA without legal
status and are not sure where to begin the process to be-
come legal, this is a must attend. All immigration ques-
tions will be answered. For more information, email Evita
at evitatolu@outlook.com.

Faith Formation
Grades K-5
Faith Formation classes for K-5 will resume on Sunday,
January 7th after the 9:00 Mass. Due to the Martin Luth-
er King holiday, no classes will be held on January 14th.
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Stewardship of Treasure
Dec 25th - Dec 31st, 2023

ONLINE GIVING $ 11,057.00
SUNDAY OFFERINGS / MAILED-IN OFFERINGS $ 12,482.00
GRACE PARISH CENTER CAMPAIGN $ 96,073.00

Parish Center Update
We have collected $4,718,008.55 for the Parish Center
Campaign, which includes pledge payments.
Mahalo for your continued generosity.
Offerings can be mailed directly to the parish office;
or click on our website’s “Online Giving”
to share your blessings.

STEWARDSHIP OF OUR TREASURE FOR THE MONTH OF JANUARY 2024
MONTHLY DIOCESAN ASSESSMENT: $10,831.00
MONTHLY ‘“OHANA IN CHRIST ASSESSMENT: $1,724.18
The above amounts fund Diocesan ministries, as listed
in ‘Ohana in Christ to help support our parishes, pastors,
schools, service agencies, and communities within the
Diocese of Honolulu.

Online Giving

St. Michael’s Church provides Online Giving - a conven-
ient and safe way to make a one-time or recurring donation.
Getting started is easy - visit saintmichaelparishkona.org
and click our ONLINE GIVING tab. Your gift will be securely
transferred directly to the parish bank account.

Faith Formation/Youth Ministry (Grades 6-12)
We will have a Youth Retreat for Grades 6-12 on Saturday,
January 13 in the Grace Parish Center from 9am to Spm.

Order of Christian Initiation for Adults

The OCIA classes for January will be held on January 8
and January 22 from 5:45pm - 7:15pm in the Grace Parish
Center.

Charismatic Prayer Group

The Charismatic Prayer Group will meet on Tuesday, Jan-
uary 9 from 6:30 - 8pm in the Grace Parish Center. Join us
as we deepen our relationship with Christ through the power
of the Holy Spirit with praise & worship, teachings & shar-
ing in person and by video, discussion and prayers.

New Bible Study Class starts January 18

Our Bible Study class starts on January 18th. Romans:
The Gospel of Salvation is an eight-week Bible study that will
help make sense of the difficult passages regarding faith,
works of the law, and justification. It will provide an authen-
tically Catholic, comprehensive, and simple way to under-
stand this challenging epistle. Participants will meet weekly
on Thursdays from 10:30am - 12 Noon to view an engaging
video presentation followed by group discussion. For more
info or to register, email Hin at hcheung@hawaii.rr.com.

The Ephiphany of the Lord

A stranger in a foreign land, I was exhausted and home-
sick as my summer Spanish immersion ended in Guatemala.
The rusty minivan arriving outside my small residence filled

me with joyful hope. I was flying home to the U.S. and
would be, at long last, completely happy. Or sol
thought. After about half an hour of being home, I
thought to myself, “This place is boring. I want to go
somewhere.” So, I hopped in my car and left to see my
friends. As I drove, I wistfully wondered, “Where am I
truly at home?”

The feast of Epiphany has a lot to do with our notion
of home. Where is our origin? Where are we going?
When is our wandering done? Saint Matthew tells us of
the Magi, “They were overjoyed at seeing the star.” This
star will bring them home, to a place where their quest-
ing will end, and they will be satisfied. Their real home
is neither in the East nor in the earthly Jerusalem.
Somehow, their home is wherever this boy and his
parents are.

If you’re a teenager or older, you probably know by
now that every physical home we have is temporary. So,
we look up at the countless stars in our proverbial skies:
things which bedazzle and beckon us to follow toward
peace. The Gospel invites us to behold that; at long last,
God has sent us a star to follow home, one that whis-
pers, “Follow me! I will take you home!” Perhaps that
star is your spouse. A friend. An opportunity. A cause.
An intuition about a new direction. A prayer group.
What is it for you? How will you know? It will lead you
to Mary and Joseph and their son, and you will be home.

- Father John Muir, ©LPi

Treasures From Our Tradition

Epiphany celebrates the wake-up calls of life, the
showings of God’s majesty and power in the person of
Jesus. The feast alerts us to look for signs of the Lord’s
grace and action in our lives today. In this context, the
call of the Second Vatican Council to reform the sacra-
mental life of the Church, including our pattern of care
for the sick, is indeed a holy awakening.

Prior to the 1960s, our care for the sick had collapsed
in the popular imagination into something everyone call-
ed “last rites.” An immensely complicated ritual, with
anointing accompanied by quickly muttered Latin pray-
ers, was enacted for a marginally conscious person at
“death’s door.” By the time a priest was called, the sick
person might not be able to receive viaticum, or derive
much personal benefit from the ritual. The healing eff-
ects of the sacrament, investing suffering with the digni-
ty of a link to Christ’s cross, and the immense assurance
of forgiveness for a person reviewing the life journey,
were hidden. Suddenly, an epiphany swept through the
Church, and the way we care for the sick was utterly
transformed. It took several centuries, however, for the

Church to reach that moment of renewal.
- Rev. James Field, © Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.

Everyday Stewardship - It’s All About Love
My mother-in-law was the best gift-giver I ever knew.
One could say my parents spoiled me growing up, but
there was something about her gifts to me that made me
feel overwhelmed. I guess it was that after several years
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I still was surprised that she would think
enough of me to get me something no one
else would. She was able to make me feel
special every time. Of course, I believe she
honored me in this way because I accepted
her greatest gift to me, her daughter.

Sadly, my mother-in-law did not live long
in this world. She passed away over a decade
ago due to an aggressive cancer. Some of her
material gifts to me remain, while others are
long gone. But the memories and the effect of
those gifts remain because it was never all
about the gifts themselves. It was about
relationship. It was about her and me. It
was about love.

What we offer Jesus is never about the gift
itself. It is about the motivation behind the
action and the effect that action has on the
body of Christ. Many of the gifts we give to-
day to God and his people will fade away like
the mist of the early morning, but the effects
of those actions will last forever. It is about
relationship. It is about God and us. Itis
about love. - Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS © LPI

Recognize God in Your Ordinar
Moments - Step Into the Light

How strange it is to think that if not for
Herod’s directions, the magi would not have
known where to find Jesus. They were not
Jews, they knew nothing of the old prophe-
cies. It was Herod who convened the scho-
lars. It was Herod who pointed the way - for
ulterior motives, certainly, but nonetheless,
this is the part he played. It was Herod who
made the Epiphany possible.

“Nations shall walk by your light, and
kings by your shining radiance,” writes the
prophet (Isaiah 60:3). A king may keep to the
shadows, suspicious of the light - he may
foolishly imagine he can snatch it from the
sky to keep as his own possession, and, upon
finding the light cannot be governed, grow to
loathe it, and even seek to extinguish it once
and for all.

But all his grand designs will come to noth-
ing because there is no king so powerful that
he can see in the dark. And even a man like
Herod - a man so jealous that he sought to
kill God - cannot prevent the breaking of day.

The Epiphany marks the manifestation of
Christ to the Gentiles. It is a celebration of
truth reaching places it was not expected to
reach, of brightness illuminating corners of
the world long ago consigned to shadow. It is
a reminder that the battle has already been
won, the night is over. All that remains is for

us to decide: will we step into the light?
- Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman, OLPi
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Mass Intentions

SATURDAY, JANUARY 6TH
e 4pm - Louella Branco, Special Intention

SUNDAY, JANUARY 7TH
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

e 7am - Robert “Bob” McClean, Rest in Peace

e 9am - Janice Unger, Rest in Peace

e 1:30pm - Bartolome N. de Guzman, Rest in
Peace

e 4:00pm - Marcelino Bacxa, Rest in Peace

MONDAY, JANUARY 8TH
e 7am - Jack & Joy, for Healing
e 5pm - Lolita V. de Guzman, Rest in Peace

TUESDAY, JANUARY 9TH
e 7am - Amalefoa Molio’o for Healing
e 5pm - Amparo A. Villanueva, Rest in Peace

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 10TH
e 7am - MISSA PRO POPULO

THURSDAY, JANUARY 11TH
e 7am - Amalefoa Molio’o for Healing
e 5pm - Jeff Freeman, Rest in Peace

FRIDAY, JANUARY 12TH
e 7am - Amalefoa Molio’o for Healing
e 5pm - For all the Faithful Departed and for
the Poor Souls in Purgatory

SATURDAY, JANUARY 13TH
e 7am - Wynnumb Sabile, Blessings

Requesting a Mass Intention
A Mass intention can be scheduled
by calling the Office at 326-7771.

If you'd like to request a specific day
and Mass time, please call well in
advance of the date to secure it.

Mass cards are available.

“For I was hungry, and you

gave Me something to eat...”
—Matthew 25:35

The Food Pantry Ministry
The Food Pantry is open the 2nd
and 4th Saturdays of the month
from 9 - 9:45am at Immaculate
Conception Church Parking Lot.
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Robin Wagner
Custom Travel Advisor
Domestic & International Air
Cruises*Tours*Hotels*Rental Cars
Email: ktt. kona@yahoo.com
Cell: 808-936-0880

Please help
promote the cause
of Brother
Joseph Dutton for

Veneration.

Is Your Child Behind in School?
Expert Tutor
Reading Writing, & Math
Professionally Trained
Highly Experienced
References
Sliding Scale

Betty Ross 808-319-5923
Bettydr40@yahoo.com

Loving and Eternal Father,
You chose Brother Joseph Dutton as
An ardent apostle of Your Divine Compassion.
I humbly ask you, through the intercession of
Brother Joseph Dutton, that You will
grant me this favor - - -
Brother Joseph Dutton, please pray for me.
I will be forever thankful if you present my
request to God through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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808-327-1474

808-327-1474

Auto Body, Inc.

Margo’s Back!

Consulting &
Plant Finding

www.SunriseNurseryKona.com
Email: sunrisenurseryllc@yahoo.com
808-640-9191

Find us on Facebook

Locally Owned and Operated
Every Friday is Happy Aloha Friday!
1pm to 6pm 20% off / Mahalo for your business!
Ali Sahito, Owner

HILO-Main Office
199 Wainaku Street

Hilo, Hawaii 96720
Ph: 808-935-5751
Fax: 808-935-1074

www.dodomortuary.com

KONA Branch
79-7591 Mamalahoa Hwy.
Kealakekua, Hawaii 96750

Ph: 808-322-9529
Fax: 808-322-2996

LEMUS MAINTENANCE

Landscaping: Painting:

* Mowing * Wood Refinishing

* Weed Control * Latex Paints

* Bug Control * Spray Irrigation
check and more! and more!

Call René Lemus Today!
808-217-7938

lemusmaintenance@outlook.com
Find us on Facebook




